Schizophrenia and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.
Schizophrenia and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) are central nervous system (CNS) disorders of unknown etiology. The association of these two disorders has been infrequently reported in the literature, but is not a rare occurrence. Various neuromuscular abnormalities involving the alpha-motor neuron have been described in some patients with schizophrenia. This report reviews the literature on schizophrenia, psychosis, and ALS and describes two additional cases of schizophrenia associated with ALS. The possibility that the neuromuscular dysfunction in schizophrenia may predispose to ALS and provide an explanation for the association of these two disorders is discussed. Additional research data are needed to test this hypothesis.